106 PREVAILING INADEQUATE CONCEPTIONS [cH. IV.

divine law tinder the Christian dispensation, which
we have already noticed as being too prevalent
among professing Christians. This is so important
a point that it ought not to be passed over: let us
call in the authority of Scripture; where the diffi-
culty is not to find proofs, but to select with discre-
tion from the multitude which pour in upon us.
Here also, as in- former instances, the positive in-
junctions of Scripture are confirmed and illustrated
by various considerations and inferences, suggested
by other parts of the sacred writings, all tending to
the same infallible conclusion.

In the first place, the precepts are expressed in
the most general terms ; there is no hint given, that
Precepts in any persons are at liberty to conceive
broad terms, themselves exempted from the obligation
of them; and in any who are disposed to urge such
a plea of exemption, it may well excite the most
serious apprehension to consider, how the plea would
be received by an earthly tribunal: no weak argu-
ment this to such as are acquainted with the Scrip-
tures, and who know how often God is there re-
presented as reasoning with mankind on the prin-
ciples which they have established for their dealings
with each other.

But in the next place the precepts of the Gospel
contain within themselves abundant proofs of their
Tlie precepts wiiwnal application, inasmuch as they are
universal, grounded on circumstances and relations
common to all Christians, and of the
benefits of which, even our objectors them-
selves (though they would evade the prac-
ail Chris- tical deductions from them) would not be
tians. willing to relinquish their share. Chris-
tians " are not their own,11 because " they are bought